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for the future of the proposed pair*   The horoscope is a document drawn up by the family priest at the birth of  every boy,   and sometimes  of a  girl,  showing  the date and even the moment of the birth, and the state of the planetary system at the time.    This  document is always carefully preserved for future reference.    If the   horoscope is   favourable, preliminaries are   talked over   and   financial   arrangements   made.     Sometimes, particularly if the expectant bridegroom should be unpromising   or   old   and   a   comparative   stranger,   the friends of the girl,  on his  sending a go-between, may try to drive a bargain and squeeze money out of him. No well-to-do father would care  to give his daughter to such a man with the certainty of her soon becoming a widow; but a poor man might be tempted to do it for the   sake of   gain.    Sometimes,   when a rich   old man loses his wife,  the parents  of a young girl will take means  of intimating to him  their willingness  to give   him   their   daughter   for   a  consideration.   This, however,  is   considered   very improper,  and is indeed against the letter of the law.
{{Let no father who knows the law, receive a gratuity, however small, for giving his daughter to marriage; since the man who, through avarice, takes a gratuity for that purpose is a seller of his offspring." (Manu, iii. 51.)
Notwithstanding, it is not now uncommon for the bride's parents to demand a sum of money, sometimes comparatively large, from the boy's friends before they will consent to a match. This is very like selling the girl, and is the thing guarded against in the above quotation. The dowry given by the friends of the bridegroom to the bride, in the shape of jewels, which goes with the bride when she goes to her new home, is besides and over and above the money in question. The name given to the arrangements for this money gift to the girl's parent is one which means bargaining; and, when there are several applicants for her